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i wrote 10 20 articles 10 for the mexican viewpoint to the people 10 from the government that is 10 from the 
u.s embassy viewpoint the oil interest against the people he suppressed the other side he suppressed the 
people side and they were for twenty five thousand dollars so i telegraph this one thing i will say in favor of 
our colonel mccormick i said these are forgeries so he says don't buy them three months later they appear 
on the front page of the hearst press sold them to hearst for 25 000. a cure fraud done by whom by four 
general motors chrysler well at that time the press was so corrupt you might say i mean i'm talking of a 


period of 50 60 years that there was no mention of these things they will never forgive me the one thing they 
won't forgive is a critic of the press apparently the last of our series of programs on george zelda america's 
premier press muckraker tonight on alternative views foreign 
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george seldis is a man who's lived in the shadows of american journalism a giant living in the shadows of 
american journalism why haven't you heard of him well for most of his journalistic career he's been you might 
call it a marked man boycotted blacklisted by the american press establishment why well he went after the 
press itself he was the press's critic talking about examples of press censorship colonel mccormick was the 
editor of the chicago tribune the supposed owner also actually it's owned by the madele trust which on the 
new york daily news and the chicago tribune and liberty magazine and uh other things well anyway colonel 
mccormick sent me to mexico and i thought well look this is a situation seems to have two sides to it there's 
a religious quarrel going on they're the labor unions you see they're the oil workers who are fighting the labor 
union all that i will write ten artic or i'll take ten subjects uh the oil workers the hacienda the uh uh the 
religious question the shooting up of trains the terrorists and all that i will write that from what i know i got a 
lot of my information from ernest greening who after he became he was a labor man and there was 
somebody there from the american federation of labor organizing the mexican workers what was his pain oh 
he's quite a well-known person anybody well these are the americans i 
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anybody well these are the americans i was with to get the mexican side you see on the other hand the 
ambassador was out there was arthur lane wilson with charges the affair and he was really one of the worst i 
mean when i mentioned people like this af of | head and one of the heads greening and the rest he says 
skunks liars they're just reds or something like that he yelled at me you see and at the same time he had in 
his safe these fake russian these fake documents of an american of a a plot you see which um which a man 
named avila who was a an agent you see was trying to sell us that five american senators you see were in it 
and a plot to establish a communist regime senators like uh la follette you know people like that they had the 
documents and i saw them you see we went to the embassy and just spotted an avalanche got them out and 
lane handed it to him and so he says you see this is from the the minister of war you see do you know what 
the first thing i saw was it said something ministry of petroleum typed a ministry of education typed out and 
the word ministry of war typed across or something like that so when i went to see greening and the rest 
about it they said well of course they're forgeries i said they were even written in bad spanish because avila 
is a texan and his spanish has learned spanish he can't even speak decent spanish and he himself probably 
wrote to him you see and they were for 25 thousand dollars so i telegraph this one thing i will say in favor of 
our colonel mccormick 
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mccormick i said these are forgeries so he says don't buy them three months later they appear on the front 
page of the hearst press sold them to hearst for 25 000 well to get back to why i quit the tribune and wrote 
the book i wrote 10 20 articles 10 for the mexican viewpoint to the people 10 from the government view that 
is 10 from the u.s embassy viewpoint the oil interest against the people he suppressed the other side he 
suppressed the people's side see i wrote you have another story by the way on colonel mccormick as a as 
you say he's one of the most world famous xenophobes would you tell that story oh colonel mccormick you 
want to hear a story about him again but i will illustrate you i will illustrate the kind of man he was he hated 
although he was the son of an ambassador u.s ambassador to russia during the 1905 war by the way the 
son of an ambassador he hated everything european he hated i think even anything american outside of 
what he called chicagoland he was a xenophobe that was really a provincial to the to his own section 
chicago well floyd gibbons was our main roving correspondent the roving correspondent there's only one job 
on every great organization like it you can go wherever you want you can go into anybody else's territory you 
get double pay and you're free and an expense come nothing it's famous floyd gibbons was the roving 


correspondent and they decided to fire floyd gibbons for certain reasons uh he called us together at the ritz 
hotel we had dinner and then we went up to a room and we were say 18 or cars 15 8 whatever it is that you 
know one uh berlin rome paris and so forth 
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one uh berlin rome paris and so forth you know i don't think we were maybe more than ten because the 
tribute wasn't as big as the times which may have had fifty men in europe including assistance anyway he 
said how many of you people speak french well if we were 12 i'm sure 10 raised their hand because after all 
it's the international language how many you speak german well i was berlin correspondent so four you see 
uh how many you speak spanish perhaps one and colonel sort of looks around and then he points and he 
says i have decided to name larry rue chief roving correspondent now larry was a bright boy and a fine boy 
and all like that he flew his own aeroplane uh but someone said colonel larry is the only one who doesn't 
speak any foreign languages and the colonel says that's the man i'm looking for i don't want my bright 
american boys ruined by these god damn foreigners that's what he that's what he actually said to us you 
know i'll tell you a joke about the colonel the colonel came to paris as i said i was in the press section of the 
army so during the versailles treaty making i went to paris to see what was going i traveled with woodrow 
wilson for three days and things like that the colonel who was in the fifth but i mean he was a big shot you 
know after all he was the supposed owner of the tribune although he was the lieutenant colonel of artillery of 
the fifth artillery of the first division he came to paris and we used to have little meetings at the maurice hotel 
which was press headquarters and all like that and the word got around do you know what colonel 
mccormick asked he said he said he thought the ukraine was a musical instrument this was not the making 
of the versailles treaty 
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versailles treaty george there's a lot of people in the labor movement today feel that they get a bad deal in 
the press in fact exposed a good deal of the history of anti-labor bias why don't you talk a little bit about that i 
mean look the anti-labor bias has always been in the newspapers no matter what they pretend to be i mean 
and every in every city is a world that'd be one paper that perhaps would be a little bit liberal like the leader 
my paper in pittsburgh where i start that's why i started on because it's going to be a liberal paper there's a 
labor paper labor unions did get notices we had a labor editor you see but the gang the the bosses the banks 
really on the paper you see now actually how how i got started with after after the spanish war a magazine 
called can got started then one called friday this was all in which we were all looking for somewhere to tell 
the truth or the facts if you don't like the word truth we couldn't so that i said how did i start my paper i figured 
out there was only one way to start we happen to know a man who was connected with some junior and we 
said look we're going to start this paper we're going to publish all the news that's suppressed a large part of 
the suppressed news a large part of it is concerns labor now to get some we'll get you some a sample 
dummy and we're going to make a low price at 25 cents for 12 issues sample issues and he went out to the 
labor unions of new york city and the day we started in fact the first issue of may 1940 we had 6 000 
subscribers before we were started all were union men now we got eventually we we were starting towards a 
million i 
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we we were starting towards a million i had a maximum 176 thousand subscribers uh and i would have 
gotten a million if it wasn't for the red baiting people wrote in saying if you can mail it in a plain envelope so 
no one will know what i'm getting i'd like to get your magazine something like that george take off a few of the 
things that you try to expose in your weekly in fact that the establishment press were ignoring first look we 
found out that the federal trade commission what is and always has been a sort of the watchdog for the 
health and welfare of the american people uh drugs tobacco uh even even car financing uh the federal trade 
commission we found out issues more than 365 what we generally call fraud orders a year they issue 
stipulations they issue anyway they even have trials and court decisions whatever it is you see orders 


typically well at that time the press was so corrupt you might say i mean i'm talking of a period of 50 60 years 
that there was no mention of these things there was no nation when a a a dollar a bottle thing to cure 
consumption cure would be put on the market and pure frauds but there were big frauds done by whom by 
four general motors chrysler you will you believe it well look this is a simple little matter they have a fine each 
of the comp each of the big dealer has a financing department you can buy a three thousand dollar car which 
was big money in those days see 
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days see financing it for three years for six percent fair enough right this is what the fraud order says during 
the year you paid a hundred and eighty dollars the first year six percent of three thousand dollars in the 
second year you have paid off a thousand dollars you only owe two thousand dollars but the financing 
department of general motors or cit which was ford's or the other would say 180 the second year the third 
year you only owe one thousand dollars but you're paying 180 that's 18 interest so it averages out to 12 
interest so the fraud order by the ftc and address the four general motors i don't know if i have i may have it 
in here the photostat of it and all the rest says you cannot claim six percent when you under these 
circumstances it's six percent on the balance due and not on the original price of the car and do you know 
millions of people paid it and still thought they were paying only six percent for financing their car another 
issue you took up certainly ahead of your time another issue you took up certainly ahead of your time 
certainly ahead of the a surgeon general's report 1964 was smoking what did in fact do about smoking as i 
always said the three greatest powers in this country so far as the press are concerned are automobiles 
because they're the three biggest group advertisers automobiles tobacco drugs and cosmetics now you can 
you think of anybody i don't know it is bigger i mean oil doesn't add well oil is uh oil doesn't have to advertise 
uh groceries no i mean a lot of groceries advertise but no this these are the three biggest three groups 
always you know they they appear in editor and publisher 
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editor and publisher it's the 50 largest groups of advertisers and what they spent this year hundreds of 
millions each year and one two three one three two three one two these three are always the first three they 
never vary very well my claim was and we i think we proved it and in fact that each of these three corrupted 
the press or had an influence the press that just as this faking of this three six percent on the cars that the 
president would never show it up and would not print the fraud orders when they were issued we printed 
them especially when we found out we could get one every day if i was short of a story i'd always get a fraud 
order story see now there were there was tobacco came about in this way uh this this the tobacco story i 
started before i started in fact because in 1938 dr pearl of the head biologist of johns hopkins came out with 
a little pamphlet which he sent me it was called tobacco smoking and longevity in 1939 a man named ickes 
who was the u.s secretary of the interior an ex-newspaper man and whom i knew fairly well and he called me 
up or wrote to me and said look i am having a debate with frank gennette of the jeanette chain i think it is one 
of the biggest changes in the world and today it is a rather good chain of newspapers showing you that the 
press is a better press when the great chain like annette does something pro bono publico you know the 
general welfare very well he's having a debate on town meeting of the air which meant 10 million american 
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which meant 10 million american listeners in 1939 on the press and he said i he is taking aside the press and 
i'm the critic of the press now give me some episodes to which to have documentation on my charges so i 
said well of course you know everybody knows about the escalator that broke and three or four people were 
dragged and killed at either macy's or gimbals and no messier gimble story of that time ever would get in the 
paper of course in my hometown there was a rape case where the owner of the department store used to 
rape the girls and they had to keep quiet didn't get the papers when one girl sued was suppressed to 
philadelphia paper published a story and brought it into pittsburgh a different thing well um i said these 
stories are always being suppressed you see now i happen to know that dr pearl the head of johns hopkins 


medical addressed the new york state medical association here in new york city and nothing appeared in the 
papers about it so in the questioning period you see they asked for mr ickes what proof have you and he 
went and he mentioned you know an elevator breaks down or kills somebody or a little accident in the 
escalator and department store never gets in the paper something like that or a fraud order against some 
goods that they sold never gets into the paper those are ordered almost every week or every day as i told 
you and then of course there's the case of smokey and then he enlarged a bit on this you see and what 
happened afterwards was you might say even worse than the original suppression the new the the new york 
herald tribule which had never mentioned dr pearl's visit to new york at all came out with a headline saying 
icky's 
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came out with a headline saying icky's lies again this was the headline then it said of course ichis may not be 
to blame because look at the unreliable source he has see me because by this time i had already written four 
books critical of the press and have already had orders that i was never to be mentioned anywhere so when 
they chance to attack me they attacked me you see then the times did something mr james my former 
colleague in the press section the army did something he took the 38th story you see which i said had been 
suppressed because i thought it was suppressed i didn't remember it many times and sure enough on page 
16 one day this story was covered as follows pearl didn't speak entirely about tobacco he spoke about 
longevity and he mentioned and the hard work you see and the headline was a column story as most of it 
called it in the times hard work never hurt anybody says dr pearl and that's what the story was about hard 
work was good for people another way it is if a person gives up work you know like people are retired you 
know they're they're just looking toward the grave or something i've always felt that way about people well 
anyway so james says we did publish it and he has marked in the last paragraph it says dr prayer also 
shows some charts of the effect of smoking on longevity at just one paragraph four five lines that's all it said 
the main thing with these he had these charts you know these things made up on great big charts and they 
frightened the life out of everybody what were some of the other stories you covered in in fact what i had one 
helper i did all the writing 
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i had one helper i did all the writing how can you get every day we came out with investigative reports with 
expose and things like that where do you get it i say frankly i now can tell you that i never mentioned the 
name of anybody who sent me stuff but now that they're dead i mentioned i said drew pearson gave me one 
of the biggest stories of all in the middle of uh i don't know in the middle of the 19th towards 19 what 40 to 50 
in the middle of 1940 but several years after the war was over we were they revived the idea we may have to 
go to war with russia you see well someone had a brilliant plan of going by the north pole uh and training 
troops in through canada drew pearson got the story it was called operation muskox for the training of 
special snow troops to cross to cross over into russia which would be a terrific surprise attack drew was 
afraid he might go to jail if he published it so he sent it to us and we came out operation muscats plans for a 
war you see and all like that that's one story about the role of the uh of the american legion that's probably 
well look you did expo i mean of all the sacred cows of the i mean there are certain things which is known as 
uh as the sacred cows in the press i mean the there's some there's some it's known as the sometimes 
known as the sob list you know and there are things like that and then there's a business of bom list 
business office must i'm talking about the old days well among the sacred cows of the press i mean there are 
certain things you cannot mention any church religion preacher rabbi priest anybody in trouble even to this 
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priest anybody in trouble even to this day tobacco was sacred certain patent medicines to advertise the 
department stores were sacred a lot of things are no longer sacred the press today i say is a billion times 
better than what it was the american legion always was one of the sacred idols of the press i was in europe i 
just gotten a job for the chicago tribune but i was not in paris the american legion was organized in paris yes i 


was in paris because i think it was before i was out of the army that the american legion was organized in 
paris in 1919. you see i was in the army till june 1919 i got the job back in september october to go back to 
europe the time you say very well the legion was organized by a bunch of officers including not you know it 
was colonel theater roosevelt son yes theodore roosevelt jr whatever his name's son also the president of 
the prudential life insurance people like that who were officers and whatever else they were they were the 
heads of corporations or corporation lawyers or people of that sort now what was the purpose of founding the 
legion the purpose of finding a founding the legion was to end the unrest which might be caused by the 
soldiers returning to america they were scared to what of unrest of course they put the red label on the 
unrest actually they knew that the majority of them were working people they would demand better 
conditions they'd risk their lives they were entitled to a better world we were they were promised a better 
world to live in the phrase was common all like that so the idea was to form a patriotic 
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so the idea was to form a patriotic group you see which would hold down any liberal or radical movement in 
america that was a purpose now there were letters of which i had one and which i published later on first on 
the stationery of swift and company you see which practically asks for contributions for that purpose and all 
this and that was really what the purpose of the legion now nobody knows for instance that many years later 
he when the legion had been accused of strike breaking now uh haywood brune who founded the newspaper 
guild in 33 or 34 he said the american legion is the largest strike breaking force in america he said that 
general smedley butler of the marines he said i've never known a leader of the legion who didn't sell them 
out uh the legion had beautiful clubhouses and many cities all supplied by the corporation heads of people 
like that no one knows because it was not published in anywhere but in the labor press that many many 
years after all the strike breaking which the legion engaged in one of their commanders his name was call of 
murray american legion issued an order which was not published in the general press which tells the legion 
that in all strike breaking in the future could not be done anymore in legion uniform not even not even the 
legion cap which is an admission that they've been breaking strikes up to then isn't it when he says to stop 
doing it in uniform george you mentioned the problem of red 
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george you mentioned the problem of red dating and in fact finally succumbed to the whole tide of hysteria 
that was sweeping the country during the mccarthy period what about your own relationship with joe 
mccarthy you were called before the committee why don't you give us a sort of relay some of that experience 
well uh you see we went out of business in 50 and i wasn't called before the mccarthy committee in 1953 but 
just for a minute i went i must tell you that at the end so that letter people said the letter carriers tell us that 
that people are taking our names in the post office of all subscribers to your paper well that was martin dye's 
work i think largely because martin dies simply listed in fact as as a subversive organization something like 
that well in 1953 uh two guys named conan shine one of them is roy cornell one of the leading attorneys in 
new york city they took it upon themselves or mccarthy sent them and they went to they went to um uh 
europe and they came back with a list of 200 american authors i think it was 200 at least 100 whose books 
appear on the us i s united states information service libraries there and mccarthy took it upon himself or 
maybe they gave him a list of those that they didn't like but anyway one after another of the people whose 
books appeared were called before the mccarthy committee in washington well i think i was the last person 
for the day i was called in uh 
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i was called in uh how do you swear by the bible or do you affirm i swear by the bible i put my hand eraser 
and the lawyer for the his name roy cohen says have you now or have ever been a member of the 
communist party i say never absolutely not well i heard well people sort of uh and then uh cohen says but 
you're listed as one but the dies committee would you say the lies committee lies i say if the dice committee 
says so then they lie well that sort of offended everybody but i didn't mind the fact that i was being asked 


questions but this lawyer was well i will maybe libelous but i think internally i will not say because it may be 
libelous but this is what he did after i took a note that i've never been a member of the communist party 
which i'm willing to do it before the supreme court i've a registered democrat i voted a republican ticket for 
senator aiken of vermont because he's the best senator and all that well anyway during the hearings 
suddenly this attorney calling but he says you forgot to mention the name of the cell in chicago and in 
connecticut which you will remember i said what do you mean by sell cell or something you know he said you 
were a member of a group i said no i was a member of no group i don't know what you're talking about but 
you see he tried to trap me that i think is called entrapment or something i mean by asking questions like this 
you see so at this point senator simonson say well what are your politics mr seles and i said to him well i live 
in vermont i have a home i'm a registered democrat in vermont but i say this is for the primaries but 
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but i say this is for the primaries but at the election time i have always voted for a friend a man from who you 
used to buy flowers from his name is george aiken has the best nursery at putney vermont and i bought the 
republican agent and the rest of the ticket democrat he says one of us said simon who turned out to be a 
democrat that sort of knocked the the the hearing out pretty well well there were some more questions you 
see oh yes shall i tell you about j.b matthews question about the catholic church well i'll tell you about that 
matthews who was their investigator you see suddenly interposes and says yes but you wrote a book against 
the catholic church well i mean technically you can write a book about foreign church it's not treasonable is it 
or subversive anyway i said oh i said i said mr matthews if you're referring to the vatican yesterday today and 
tomorrow harper suggested i translate a book and i did a translation but i threw it away and supplied my own 
stuff my wife did some of the work and it appeared under our names and the catholic book club took it as 
their monthly choice the catholic book of the month club book well that end of that you say well after a while 
mccarthy says you wait outside i have somebody else to talk to say and i'll call you later and then the colored 
man walks in and i wait and wait and wait sitting with the ap up washington post and other men they weren't 
allowed in the meetings you see just you see if anybody refused took the fifth amendment or refused or 
something like that they'd be held over for a public hearing the next day with the movies the bright lights and 
everything else you know they made a show of this thing 
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show of this thing so i'm talking to these people and suddenly the door opens mccarthy symington the whole 
staff cohen matthews they all walk out and i sort of said senator you said oh he says and then he says to 
these people freeman and zeldas are cleared i said well i said the senator i i you don't probably don't realize 
it but i'm here voluntarily i didn't have to come he says it's like hell he said you were subpoenaed i sent the 
fbi after you i said well i said the senator look at the uh subpoena there was a subpoena you know of the 
committee or whatever it is and where it was supposed to be signed joe mccarthy it was blank it was the 
carbon the secretary by mistake had sent me the carbon the original sign he mccarthy said i'll clear this for 
you and signs that joe mccarthy hands it to me i lost it i don't know where it is but it's a good be a fine 
document maybe it's in pennsylvania at the university george that was uh that was 1953. what have you 
been doing with yourself the last 25 years writing books about the press and getting suppressed by the press 
are you bitter about that no i'm not well i mean look i'm glad to say that the press today except on certain 
things i mean i still think that uh they will never forgive me the one thing they won't forgive is a critic of the 
press apparently at least i know that from my case look if if you were publishing if a book is published and if 
300 leading newspapers and the 300 well-known book reviewers are sent copies and not one newspaper in 
boston 
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and not one newspaper in boston philadelphia new york pittsburgh chicago mentions the book even 
mentions it don't you think that it's more than a uh a slip after they have a lot of books to review you know but 
i've had some best sellers you know in the old days and yet there was not one there were three papers 


mentioned this review out of 300 leading papers the houston chronicle the san francisco chronicle and the 
hawaiian what the leading paper of honolulu the times union or the union news or whatever it is the leading 
paper at hawaii and this is what they did they attacked me it wasn't a favorable review it was an attack now if 
you got the book there anywhere in in this book even the gods cannot change history my whole idea is to say 
that history is reported wrong and this is a correction from personal experience one of the chapters there 
says the versailles treaty was and the league of nations was all ruined because the chicago tribune got an 
advanced copy and the man named fraser hunt gets all the credit for taking the the copy and risking being 
arrested or something after all we were still the piece that i don't think had been signed you see i know now 
where we got it from i only found out a few years ago we got it from eugene chen the chinese delegate 
anyway there were 30 copies of the treaty this was one of them of the 30 leading nations each had only one 
copy and the chinese delegate slipped it to us well it was spearman lewis my whole point is soearman lewis 
did the greatest it's called the greatest group in the history of the world that's what that was called the times 
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that's what that was called the times the chicago tribune they ran four solid pages of the text of the treaty you 
know of any other story had four solid pages of type i don't know of nothing i know of nothing not even the 
armistice the end of the war i mean different stories yes but one item and this was used to raise opposition to 
the treaty this was used to raise our position look so my whole point is spearman lewis is i want to give him 
his honor and frasier hunt happened to be going home and carried it in a suitcase it was spearman hunt was 
the editor of the paris edition the tribule at that time and 1919 you see and this was his great story so the so 
when i read this attack on me in this hawaiian paper this honolulu paper i noticed that the man said he does 
however give credit where creditors do he credits uh fraser hunt with bringing the treaty to america in other 
words the guy had opened it up and read one paragraph and hadn't read the story that fraser hunt is getting 
the credit and deserves nothing it was spearman lewis's treaty so he missed the whole point so i wrote to the 
editor see so the editor had a column you see in which i say of course your reviewer didn't read the book and 
it's took note notorious that reviewers do not read books they cannot read books they haven't got time to 
read the books to review and this man has done this so they ran my letter but they ran a reply from him 
saying nevertheless you see some attack on me of some sort as a person who spent a lifetime more than 70 
years now as a vocal and persistent critic of the press have you seen much progress over that 70 years so i 
mean when i said the press is very 
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so i mean when i said the press is very today i mean you think the the people who suppress things the 
advertisers the automobiles tobacco patent medicines today medicines are discussed broad orders and stuff 
bad automobiles are discussed uh and certainly tobacco is still it's not quite a sacred cow but it's still being 
discussed i mean there's still something appears in the paper when something is done but when the 
government issues a report it may not appear on the front page where it should appear but it does appear so 
as a person who curses the darkness for so many years you see some light now well i mean there's no 
question the picture of that right now you know frank that's a remarkable man we've just seen in an era when 
the press themselves have been become celebrities he's really an unknown giant of american journalism oh 
that's true i have such strange feelings about about this program and him because as you know i've been 
doing research into press criticism and the american power structure for several years now seven or eight 
years and although the name george seldez was not unfamiliar it was just a name i i didn't have any idea 
that this man was such a giant such a neglected giant and reading these back issues and in fact there's a 
gold mine of information there that i know i'm just staggered by it well it's it's a poignant commentary and i 
only ran across him by uh by accident frank i was about five or six years ago doing some research on how 
working people and specifically unions have been treated in the press and i ran across his name and about a 
year and a half ago i i called him up uh in vermont never really expecting 
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uh in vermont never really expecting that i'd even find him and i called up and said uh hello george seldis 
and he says yes i said is this the george and he interrupted me and said yes i'm still alive but he's still alive 
we could see that by the uh just the vibrancy of the man it really kind of he just exudes warmth and vitality 
he's 90 years old now but you'd really never know it as i'm sure the viewers can tell from just the tape what 
amazes me is that he's still working he's in there clipping making clippings and everything still is he still riding 
what's his life like well he's still writing yeah he's in i guess semi-retirement although he really objects to the 
word retirement he just sees that as you know uh is akin to you know death he's uh he's a worker he's he he 
spends uh he all he spend about 45 years in vermont and now vermont winters are a little tough room so he 
spends the winter down at his cousin's place and out on long island watermill new york where that's where 
the interview took place it was a year ago last april what about his background how did he grow up what was 
his parents like well his uh is interesting is he was born in 1890 and his father was a self-self-proclaimed 
philosophical anarchist he read the works of people like kropotkin and tolstoy and seldis himself grew up on 
a utopian communal farm and he recalls that the air was thick with political debate and he remembers people 
like emma goldman traveling through and maxim gorky and all other names from the uh from russia from the 
russian revolution the boarded revolution of 1905. 
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the boarded revolution of 1905. seldis himself wanted always to be an artist and it's kind of been a an 
advocation of his and where was this this was in new jersey was born in new jersey right and there were 
collective type farms in new jersey right and his father to make a living had to give up the farm so to speak 
and he became a pharmacist in philadelphia and george was raised by an aunt for the most part he said she 
was one of these modern women she smoked it all and all that what amazes me about the situation i was 
jolted when he was talking about the mccarthy situation so many people with zelda's background were really 
pillory by mccarthy and all and his ilk people who did actually much less in a way than seldis did that's still a 
curious question do you have a feel for that well i don't know seldis is a difficult person to pin down he i think 
he was just real elusive before the committee and was able to kind of um well he he has a kind of warmth 
about him that can disarm people and i think he had that effect on the committee itself i'm wondering if the 
fact that he was purely a journalistic muckraker rather than a dynamic activist had something to do with it 
yeah i don't know where the line between you know being a purely journalistic muckraker and a dynamic 
activist is i mean he sure his work sure ended up uh being the ammunition for a whole lot of other people 
who were in the fray i guess that's the value of a muckraker then that's the value of the muckraker i you know 
and from other sources uh ralph nader says that at age 14 he began devouring in fact and in fact had a great 
influence on him 
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and in fact had a great influence on him daniel ellsberg recalls reading it a jack anderson the muckraker 
columnist of this generation said he cut his teeth on on george zelda's work if stone whose own weekly came 
after george seldis said he got the mailing list from from from zelda's when in fact ended up closing up shop 
in 1950 in fact carrie mcwilliams the now late editor of the nation says that zelda's is clearly one of the top 10 
greatest muckrakers in the history of america but other names people like upton sinclair and ralph nader and 
and the like well they're known but he's he's lived in the celtics has lived in the shadows i think he feels a little 
bitter about that i don't think he lets on about that until this day still this giant in our midst is ignored by the 
media correct whereas nader and all these other people still get a lot of attention well he obviously ran 
interference for these people in a time when it was much more difficult like for instance i think a lot of the 
stories you now see about the trust and big business i mean you only have to watch 60 minutes or abc's 
2020 or documentaries or for that matter even the evening news to see that these stories are becoming fairly 
routine that kind of muckraker but when celtis started out it was akin to professional suicide for reported to 
touch those kinds of stories and he did it and that took tremendous courage are you saying then you agree 
with zeldas when he said that the press is much better today than it used to be oh i think that exposing well 
we only have to look at it i mean three mile island nuclear power workplace accidents keep on the pinto 
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keep on the pinto the defects in the pinto i think these kinds of things get a fairly wide exposure on television 
today but i think it's more subtle today than it used to be last when in his time they would just either ignore it 
or severely distort distorted but nowadays they the media do they mention something like that but the 
distortion and the censorship is is more subtle still the press back in the 40s and 30s would have been 
outraged even at what uh exposes there are in the press today but it's still far different otherwise we wouldn't 
have a need for an alternative press like we do today yeah clearly but we have a different agenda to work 
with i mean his times the issues were a hell of a lot more clear cut in black and white as now where i think 
we're dealing with the problem that okay so so keep on the dangers of chemicals in the food do get a play on 
the evening news that's a minute and a half out of a 22 minute broadcast once in a while and a lot of these 
stories get lost in the garbage absolutely well i can think of for instance the recent metcalf committee 
exposed showing the interlocking directorates and the great concentration of ownership of the of a few 
investors 21 investors controlling the major corporations in the country and the interlocking directorate some 
on all this cbs evening news was the only one that had anything on it was 30 seconds on saturday afternoon 
this to me is the difference they may say a little bit but that's all and there are things like enceladus headlines 
about the concentration camps that are in the united states this isn't talked about on the regular media 
although a recent article in seven days well recent within 
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article in seven days well recent within the last year talked about that the concentration camps in the united 
states are still in existence so it isn't as black and white like you say as it used to be yeah i don't think it's like 
anything else i think we should in many ways pat our give ourselves and those that came before us like like 
george zelda who got us to the middle of the mountain but it's our our task our existential task our political 
past to keep climbing up to the top of the mountain okay we'll take our oxygen and that's a long hard road 
jackets with us but people like that got us there and they inspire us to to move on and they should get the 
recognition they they deserve and appreciation yes i enjoyed the story 
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you know there are a lot of anti-mccarthy people who say i give mccarthy a square deal i'll tell the truth i hate 
him i exposed him i said he was a crook he was a crook as a tail gunner he took money that he didn't declare 
his income tax there was a a union man who was going to organize legion posts of only union men to 
counteract them and he he was one of the people who worked with in fact for several years 


00:54:05 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=hVwmoZsAXxM&t=3245s 





throughout our ten year history we cooperated with the labor unions uh the cio news lend the code he just 
was talking i mean we sent the news they sent us news the railroad workers had a paper called labor you 
know the railroad workers are sort of the aristocrats of labor but they always keating was the editor he was 
one of my great friends we always cooperated uh buckminster was that the name the rubber united rubber 
workers akron then came the oil workers in texas you see now they did something this late these labor 
people did something no one else did for us i don't know we would never ask them anyone to do it but they 
came across and said we are taking at that time was only 50 cents a year for 50 copies of that you know 
we're taking 50 cents out of the annual pay of our union dues well they probably took do other things for 
other things didn't they it's a it's a system of yeah but that i don't think labor likes very much check off so do 
is check off yes it's an assessment that's about 50 cents for a year and you will get a weekly publication say 
devoted to our side well it so happened that we had we had always one third one third of our subscribers 
was labor unions when we had 10 when we had thirty thousand there were ten people we had 176 000 we 
had 50 60 000 for labor there's no question of it now we had commonly oil workers cio where they're in texas 
i don't know we had port arthur we had tidewater i remember when one union after another we'd get a block 
you see 50 cents for so many hundred people per each you provide sums of money and 
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provide sums of money and we eventually had thousands but practically every union man and every oil union 
man in texas was one of my readers and man i think his name was knight was the president of the oil 
workers union he would send me he would send me telegrams send me everything you have about the past 
history of labor as concerning the tidewater oil company or gulf or whatever the texas companies were and of 
course i'd send it to him and so on trace back the word conservative all the way back you know and see what 
people have said about it i mean how people dare call themselves conservative if only uh they knew that all 
the way back to greek and roman times and certainly in all the all the leaders who everybody uh looks up to 
today their views of conservative conservatives have they've conserved what the status quo they've 
conserved they've considered their wealth their status and all like that they've done nothing for progress all 
the progress in the world has been made by anti-conservatives well do you know what bertolt wreck said 
about conservatism that was a good quote you write it out for me well he says by nature i'm a conservative 
man it's rapids capitalism that makes me a radical that's very that's a brilliant brilliant yes i have a short post 
script to our program series on george zelda our original taping of the interviews with him was made two 
years ago when he was 90 
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was made two years ago when he was 90 years old and i've just found out that a new book is coming out on 
the market it is an expose a muckraking expose on public relations in the united states and the author is 92 
year old george zeldas you 
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